
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Textile Exchange Monthly Farm Bulletin Issue 10, April 2011 

Fibre, Food & Beauty... Make it move! 

PAN (Pesticide Action Network) Germany, PAN UK, OBEPAB (Benin) and ENDA Pronat 

(Senegal) joined forces to raise awareness of the importance of a broader business 

base for organic cotton farmers in developing countries, through crop diversification. 

The project compendium has now been published. 

Cotton is a cash crop fulfilling a specific market. However, growing a single crop is not 

sufficient to tackle global problems of poverty and environmental destruction, no matter 

in which agricultural method it is grown in (organic, conventional, or using genetically 

modified crops). 

ά²ƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ΨCƛōǊŜΣ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ ŦƻǊ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ 

trading relations between West Africa organic cotton projects and European food and 

cosmetƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ΨǘŜƭƭ ŀ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎέ explains Alexandra Perschau, 

project manager, PAN Germany. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƎanic cotton systems with their 

associated food crops, can make to the Millennium Development Goals to eradicate 

extreme poverty and hunger; promote gender equality and empower women; and ensure 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ. 

The project compendium, written for stakeholders in the textile, food and cosmetic 

sectors, NGOs, donor organisations and consumers, has been distributed to a number of 

organisations and will soon be available on the PAN website. Alongside valuable data 

analysis and insight into the positive socio-economic and environmental impacts of 

diverse organic cotton systems, the compendium gives readers ideas on how to initiative 

further projects to help reduce dependency on cotton and address rural poverty. 

The PAN team would particularly like to thank their African partners for sharing their 

experiences. For a thorough account of Food, Fibre & Beauty visit: http://www.pan -

uk.org/food/fibre -food-beauty 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Welcome to our tenth issue of 

Ψ9ƴƎŀƎŜΩΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

personal and inspiring contributions 

from our community of readers. This 

month we are privileged to include a 

special report from Kazuhiko Mori and 

Michio Miyazaki, organic cotton 

professionals from Japan. Kazuhiko Mori 

also gives us an intimate account of the 

earthquake in Japan, which will touch 

the hearts of all Engage readers ς and is 

something we feel honoured to share 

with you in our newsletter.  

Lazare Yombi (Helvetas) returns with 

another fascinating insight into the West 

African organic cotton world through the 

ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ 

people. This time, Lazare interviews 

Zakaria Ouedraogo a textile artisan from 

Burkina Faso. We are delighted to say 

that Lazare has agreed to write regularly 

for Engage ς ŀƴŘ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ 

ŀŘŘǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

newsletter. 

Indeed, interviews dominate Engage this 

month. We speak to Philipp Meister from 

ŀŘƛŘŀǎ όƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

eco-aware sports brands today) and find 

out about how organic fits with their 

ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ ǊŜƳƛǘΦ 

As always, news from our core regions ς 

Latin America, India and Africa ς opens 

our eyes to issues both local and global. 

It never fails to amaze me how 

challenging a more sustainable and 

socially just future can be, yet how 

courageous and truly inspiring are our 

organic agriculture leaders and 

practitioners.  

We hope you find something to inspire 
you in Engage this month. 
 

Best wishes, Liesl Truscott  

  

In this issue >>> 
- Food, fibre, beauty compendium out now  

- Special report from Japan 

- Interview with Philipp Meister, adidas Group 

- India: organic in the Orissa Region 

- Latin America: Regional activities 

- Africa: prices, payments and election in Benin 

- Meet Zakaria Ouedraogo, Couleurs du Sahel 

- Warm welcome to Hanna Denes 

 

Connecting organic cotton communities 

Engage 

Left: Sesame stalks ready for threshing, Senegal. 

Photo: ENDA Pronat 

Further reading: Farm System Crops ς Baseline 

(2009) and Farm Diversity Reports (2010) in the 

Farm Hub Library, Textile Exchange. 
http://farmhub.textileexchange.org/farm-

library/farm-reports 
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Kazuhiko Mori,  

JOCA, Japan 

Japan >>> A Textile Exchange member shares his experiences

 

 

When we were planning the draft of Textile Exchange Engage article in response to the invitation 

from Liesl Truscott, a big earthquake and tsunami came to Northeast Japan on 11 March 2011. First 

of all we appreciate very much all those expressing concern for us and who gave us heartfelt 

expressions of sympathy from around the world. Certainly terrible damage has been done; in 

particularly the nuclear power plant situation is very scary. Even now we cannot reach the level of 

control we need or are able to improve the situation much. The fear of radiation poisoning threatens 

the people in Northeast Japan following the tsunami damage. Radioactivity in vegetables, milk, and 

tap-water is increasing and a restriction on intake was announced for relevant products. Also strong 

radioactivity in the soil was recorded in a northwest zone 30 miles off from the power plant. Twice 

hydrogen explosions have spread radioactive contaminants with the occasional wind -blow.  

March 29, we are continuously injecting seawater to cool the nuclear reactor, but water overflowed 

in the turbine house and underground passage outside, high radiation level (more than 1000mSv/h) 

of the several thousand tons of water makes the work difficult. Apparently the  meltdown and 

accompanying hydrogen explosion damaged the reactor vessel and the container; so now water 

containing high concentrations of radioactivity has overflowed beyond the control area. It seems to 

be difficult to continue pouring seawater in case of overflowing the highly contaminate d water into 

the Pacific Ocean. The level of radioactivity of the contaminated water is in fact higher than 

1000mSv/h because no one can count by dosimeter beyond 1000mSv/h and on one can stay more 

than 15 minutes. 

April 12, the Asahi newspaper says more than 13,000 died, more than 14,000 missing, but deaths are 

still increasing day by day. Approximately 180,000  people are refugees. One month after the 

disaster of 11 March, Fukushima 1 nuclear power plant is our biggest challenge. 

New  Zealand and Japan, locÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÚÛɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÈÊÐÍÐÊɯ×ÓÈÛÌɂɯÐÚɯ

sinking under the continental plate, both suffer from earthquakes; one after another this time. We 

would think naturally that the movement of the plate is always keeping a balance. The Fuk ushima 

nuclear power plant accident is the third one after Three Mile Island and Chernobyl, but the scale is 

much bigger and the situation more serious. The plant could bear strong earthquakes but could not 

bear the big tsunami. How Japan will overcome thi s situation, all countries having nuclear power 

plants are watching and concerned. It is hard to endure the fear. As the only atomic bombed 

country in the world we hope to overcome this accident , drawing on our - and other countries that 

have experienced nuclear tragedies - wisdom and effort s. 

 Kazuhiko Mori  
 

 

Kazuhiko Mori, Advisor to the Japan Organic Cotton Association (JOCA), member of the 

GOTS Technical Committee and Textile Exchange, provides us with his personal insight 

into the earthquake tragedy which hit Japan last month.  

 

See page 5 for a special report on the organic cotton movement in Japan. Michio Miyazaki (President, NOC) joins 

Kazuhiko Mori to look back at the early days of organic cotton in the Japanese market and bring us up to date on recent 

activities concerning organic standards... and even a project producing organic cotton in Japan!  

 



  

Feature >>> Talking with Philipp Meister, adidas 

ñWhen we started to create organic cotton products, we realized that we 

needed to get involved further down our supply chain. Therefore, we 

actively made contact with the actual people involved in organic cotton 

farming.ò 

This month Doraliz Aranda ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƛŘŀǎ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ Materials Sustainability Manager, Phillip Meister. The adidas 

Group has a strong commitment to improving their sustainability performance through their use of organic cotton 

(amongst other activities). Keep reading to find out more about the driving force and progress the adidas Group is 

making towards sustainability...  

 

Doraliz:   What is the link between your brand identity as a sports label and organic cotton? 

Philipp:    The adidas Group has a strong track record of managing sustainability issues, as proven by our excellent 

ratings in the Dow Jones Sustainability Index and other indices over the last decade. To further strengthen our profile 

and competitive position in the global marketplace we have developed an approach to address environmental matters 

across all business functions - to make environmental issues an integral part of our daily operations and positively 

contribute to the overall business performance. This includes the use of organic cotton and now our involvement with 

the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI). The BCI program is aimed at reducing the negative impacts of conventional cotton 

farming. 

 

Our customers share our passion for sport and since we consider natuǊŜ ŀǎ ǎǇƻǊǘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

offer products that help preserve the environment and therefore meet this growing consumer demand. Organic and 

Better Cotton are an important part of our efforts in this area and we are committed to use both going forward. 
 

Doraliz:  When did you first introduce organic cotton to your collection? 

Philipp:   In 2007 the adidas Group developed an environmentally optimized product concept, the adidas Grün 

όΨƎǊŜŜƴΩύ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ нллуΦ adidas Grün is a collection of footwear and apparel for men and 

women that minimizes its environmental impact by being as efficient as possible with the use of the natural resources 

involved in its production and packaging. It was created in response to increasing consumer awareness of the 

importance of sustainability. Organic cotton is one of the environmentally friendly materials we used for the collection; 

other materials included hemp, jute, crepe rubber, chrome-free leather, and recycled rice husks.  

 

In 2008, we also launched the adidas Better Place concept, thus addressing the increasing demand for products which 

are designed with sustainability in mind, use environmentally-sound materials and packaging solutions. Materials used 

in the products might be organic cotton or recycled polyester. 
 

Doraliz:  Which countries process your organic cotton textiles for you?  

Philipp:   Our fabric suppliers and manufactures of organic cotton are located in China, Turkey and Taiwan.  
 

Doraliz:  What lessons have you learnt working with organic cotton and what ongoing support do you look for? 

Philipp:   When we started to create organic cotton products, we realized that we needed to get involved further down 

our supply chain. Therefore, we actively looked to contact the actual people involved in organic cotton farming. In 

2010, we organized a trip to some organic cotton farms in order to listen to ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ challenges and needs and 

presented our view in terms of cotton.  

 

We are very interested in the sustainability aspects of organic cotton, and we are always looking for the latest 

information in terms of quality, availability and also costs. Furthermore, we are very much focused on the integrity of 

our products and the claims we are making.  

Continued over page... 

 

Philipp Meister,  

Sustainable Materials Manager, adidas Group 



 

 

 

  

 

 

ñIn the very early stages, we had some challenges on quality and availability of 

organic cotton. But, through the close collaboration with our supply base, we 

overcame these issues and can truly say that quality and aesthetics (of organic) 

are at the same level now.ò 

Keith Tyrell, Director, 

 PAN UK 

Doraliz:  How do you ensure you keep up to date with practices and policies in organic cotton? 

Philipp:    We are in constant contact with the key organizations in this area such as Textile Exchange, but also with 

certification companies, in order to stay up to date with the latest developments on all aspects. We see that the tools, 

which Textile Exchange is creating, are very effective for us as an end-user and they give us a lot of the information we 

are looking for. We also reach out to our industry partners, including our competitors to work on specific subjects in 

order to ensure the integrity of the products. 
 

Doraliz:  What have been your biggest challenges with organic cotton? 

Philipp:   In the very early stages, we had issues with the quality and availability of some of our materials, including 

organic cotton. But, through the close collaboration with our supply base, we overcame these problems and can truly say 

that the quality and aesthetics of organic are at the same level now. 

 

Doraliz:   Do you know where your organic cotton comes from? 

Philipp:   We have set up a tracking system which is based on the Organic Exchange standard and is fully supported by an 

internet based data system. All our organic cotton can now be tracked from the product back to the origin of the 

material.  

 

Doraliz:  Do you have a special label for your organic cotton products?  

Philipp:   άŀŘƛŘŀǎ .ŜǘǘŜǊ tƭŀŎŜέ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ϦǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜϦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

normal product range within our different categories (such as running or outdoor). All products meet the requirements 

of the adidas Better Place Guidelines which were created from a thorough assessment of best practice in the industry. 

We have been updating them ever since with everything we have learnt through innovating on new products and 

research with partners such as material suppliers and scientific institutes. The Better Place Guidelines specify actions 

throughout a products creation to design with sustainability in mind, to improve efficiency, reduce waste and use more 

environmentally friendly materials. 
 

Doraliz:  How do you promote your organic products to your customers? 

Philipp:   We put emphasis on the special logo and packaging of the Better Place product range. The Better Place logo 

ƎǊŜǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ . ŀƴŘ tΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ о ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƛŘŀǎΩ 

history of 3-Stripes and reminds us of the triple bottom line ς caring for people, planet, and profits and changing our 

products from inside out. When it comes to packaging, apparel items carry only a single hangtag and footwear products 

come in a special Better Place box. Both, the hangtag and the box are 100% recycled. 

 

 

Final remark: Organic cotton is one of a variety of materials and processes used by the adidas Group to make products greener. 

Other sustainable materials integrated into the product creation process are recycled polyester, renewable synthetics, Tencel, 

non-mulesed wool for apparel. The adidas Group are also closely involved with the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI); an initiative an 

initiative co-founded by the company. BCI aims to improve the environmental conditions in the mainstream cotton industry. The 

adidas group recently launched their Environmental Strategy 2015. The Environmental Strategy 2015 is targeted to reduce the 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ environmental footprint and to lead the adidas Group into an even more sustainable future. It follows a vision and 

mission and sets clear targets to be reached ōȅ нлмрΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ whole value chain across all management 

processes, reaching from product design and creation to sourcing and manufacturing to the comǇŀƴȅΩǎ stores. The adidas Group 

ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ΨBetter CottonΩ will play an integral role within their sustainability efforts for the next years. To read 

more please visit: http://www.adid as-group.com/sustainability 

 

 

 

Feature >>> Talking with Phillip Meister (cont.) 

http://www.adidas-group.com/sustainability


 

Dear Reader, We have written our article about the Japanese organic cotton scene in three parts... 

Part 1: History of Japanese organic cotton product development in the early days 

Part 2: JOCA and NOC, roles and characteristics of each organization 

Part 3: Growing organic cotton in Japan! 

 

1. Early days; history of Japanese organic cotton products development 

The history of Japanese organic cotton and its products started around 1992, NOC and JTOCA (Japan Texas Organic 

Cotton Association - the former JOCA) was founded at that time, the year when LaRhea Pepper, Textile Exchange and 

people from Trade and Development Agency (TDA) came to Japan. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŜŎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƛƴƻŦŦ 

from the mainstream. Nowadays organic has become main stream and these people are now in the spotlight. 

Also there was little knowledge about organic at that time and there were crazy claims in the Japanese marketplace such 

ŀǎ άnatural flower or grass printed fabric is organicέΣ ƻǊ άorganic cotton is good for atopic dermatitisέΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

role of both JOCA and NOC in the early days was to improve the understanding of organic cotton. Both standards of JOCA 

and NOC included the definition of organic and what constitutes an organic cotton product. I suppose other organizations 

in their early days suffered from similar misconceptions? 

Gradually the meaning of organic became clear through the roles of promoters, standard setters, and certification 

institutions. Understanding is still not always complete especially in the field of farming, when the meaning of organic 

certification was firmly defined globally, then communications and certification claims became easier to manage but can 

still be problematic at times. 

 

 

Special report from Japan  >>>  

Organic cotton market development 

Main Contributor: Kazuhiko Mori, Advisor to JOCA and a member of GOTS Technical Committee 

I started working for JOCA in 2007 after retiring from a towel wholesale business. My first initiation in organic 

cotton was the JETRO seminar led by LaRhea Pepper (Textile Exchange) and TDA in Tokyo1992. Next was 

Atlanta in 1993 when I was invited for a CCI cotton study tour. LaRhea gave me a 2 hour personal lesson in 

organic cotton for my towel text book. I remember, even now, hearing about compost making, soil 

management, smelling and tasting compost when it was completed!  

Co-contributor: Michio Miyazaki, President of NOC (Nippon Organic Cotton Marketing Organization) 

My first initiation to organic cotton was the time when I was requested to research organic cotton for baby 

wear by a Japanese clothing company. During this time I was working in sales promotion in Los Angeles. I have 

visited organic farms and talked to farmers, and was very impressed with vegetables like delicious tasting 

organic carrots. The soil of the field was very soft and flexible; I could understand the wonderful organic 

farming. Then I conducted organic cotton fabric exporting from the US to Japan. In 1993, I came back to Japan 

with my family and started organic cotton sales activities.   

 

Kazuhiko Mori 

Michio Miyazaki 

Ethical fashion show, Biofach 

Japan, 2010 

Organic cotton study tour, Orissa, 

India 2008 

Organic cotton study tour, Orissa, 

India 2008 



  

2. A closer look at JOCA and NOC: achievements and transitions over the years 

JOCA: JTOCA, the predecessor of JOCA, was established in 1992, and renamed NOP JOCA (Japan Organic Cotton 

Association) in 2000. In 2002 JOCA participated in the GOTS (Global Organic Textile Standard) IWG (International Working 

Group). JOCA believed that GOTS certification for organic products imported to Japan would prevent fraud, while at the 

same time JOCA certification would continue for domestic organic products. In 2005 when GOTS version 1.0 was 

released, the IWG agreed to remove their own standards and adopt GOTS. JOCA was initially surprised. However, this 

year, JOCA will cease its own certification and adopt GOTS to cover all. Except for third-party certification, JOCA has 

harmonized the JOCA Standard for chemicals and processing to comply with GOTS.  

In 1995, as part of an educational and promotional campaign, JOCA started making organic cotton tee-shirts sporting the 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ άI support organic cottonέ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ wearer became a walking 

billboard for organic cotton; also they experienced the touch of organic cotton directly on their skin. At the beginning, 

JOCA targeted 100 prominent people and this year reached 90. Next year it will be 100! 

In Japan, cotton is recognized as a natural fiber and people-friendly, but in its production there are of course concerns 

about pesticide damage and child labour, and in manufacturing fears of environmental pollution and health hazards 

associated with textile chemicals, plus harsh labour in low-cost textile processing sites. While selling the tee-shirt at 

events, JOCA educates the Japanese consumer about these issues. Also JOCA promotes its slogans "environment and 

people friendly organic cotton", "raise organic cotton production up to 10%ϦΣ ŀƴŘ άclean earth for our children".  

JOCA have sold about 2,500 tee-shirts annually since 2005. JOCA sells the tee-shirt at eco or organic relating fairs and 

events such as BioFach, Earth Day and Organic Festa. Avanti, a JOCA founding member company, also sells the tee-shirts 

at department stores and via the web. 

NOC: NOC (Nippon Organic Cotton Marketing Organization) was established in 1993, focusing on fair trade and hospital 

use of organic products, and also striving to increase availability of organic textiles for chemically-sensitive people - of 

which there are approximately 900,000 in Japan. Kitasato Hospital has a specialized medical facility for chemical 

sensitivity and orders through the NOC all its organic cotton products used in the hospital ς including clothing, mattress, 

bedding, certain furniture, household goods and interiors. From around 1996, NOC has worked with the bioRe organic 

cotton groups in India and Tanzania, committing to life improvements, educational support, well construction and other 

social projects. Funds are provided partly by the proceeds of the NOC label. 

Both JOCA and the NOC are comprised of small / medium size companies including brands, processors, manufacturers 

and traders (JOCA has 145 members and NOC 60). Some companies belong to both associations. Purpose and goals are 

rather similar. Recently we are collaborating in joint events and web information, including this contribution to Textile 

Exchange.   

3. Growing organic cotton in Japan! Who would have thought? 

Organic cotton cultivation started in several areas in Japan. Reuse of fallow rice fields for organic cotton planting became 

a revitalization movement for village and town. This is a wonderful initiative but the cost will be high. Moreover they 

cannot get certified by organic Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS) because currently JAS does not include cotton on 

their certified crop list. Please visit one of our organic cotton projects here at 

http://www.pref.tottori.lg.jp/dd.aspx?menuid=149988 (unfortunately this is not in English but you can see some photos 

here). This project is managed by Tottori prefecture and Sakai-Minato city. Mr. Kousuke Daido, the young manager of the 

city government is promoting organic cotton cultivation, manufacturing and retailing. 

Perhaps there might be 2 tons of organic cotton lint production in Japan next harvest. If certified, Japan will become the 

24th organic cotton producing country and will be listed in the Textile Exchange Farm & Fiber report! 

 

Special report from Japan  >>> Continued 

 
 

1) Organic cotton study tour, ¦{!Σ нллтΦ нύ hǊƛǎǎŀΣ нллуΦ оύ ΨhǊƎŀƴƛŎ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǎǘƻǊȅΩ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ōȅ aƛŎƘƛƻΦ пύ Wh/! ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǘŜŜ-shirts, Biofach 2010, Japan. 



 

 

  

Orissa: For the historian, an ancient land with a great maritime culture and trade, under the 

Kalinga dynasty. For the nature lover and conservationist, 450 kms of a glorious coastline, 

with the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary being one of the major nesting grounds in the world 

for the endangered Olive Ridley sea turtle. Forty percent of the land under forest cover, 

magnificent flora and fauna, a vibrant and artistic culture enriches the lives of the Oriyas. 

The stunningly beautiful Sun temple at Konarak and myriad other temples make Orissa an 

archaeologists delight.  

The harsh reality is that Orissa is a state with one of the highest concentrations of IndiŀΩǎ 

poor. With more than 80% of her total population of 36,706,920 living in her villages, and 

ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ нп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ά{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ¢ǊƛōŜǎέΣ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ 

peoples who have suffered centuries of exclusion;  economically and socially.  The remote 

locations they live in result in many deprivations including lack of livelihoods, transport, 

education, vocations, medical care and communication.  

There are several international and Indian interventions to try and reduce the grinding 

poǾŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ hǊƛǎǎŀΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊƛōŀƭǎΩΣ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ hǊƛǎǎŀ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 

Empowerment and Livelihoods Programme. The districts of Koraput, Bolnagir and 

Kalahandi (popularly known as KBK districts) get special attention being highly backward. 

Agriculture has been one of the mainstays of the rural and tribal population and 75% of the 

rural population (which is 70% of the total population) depend on agriculture for a 

livelihood. The major crops of Orissa are rice, oil seeds, maize, bajra, jute, coconut and 

ǘǳǊƳŜǊƛŎ όǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŎ ǎǇƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀύΦ hǊƛǎǎŀ ƎǊƻǿǎ ƻƴŜ ǘŜƴǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙas 

many unique local varieties. 

For the last 15 years or so, cotton has been introduced as part of the poverty reduction 

programme in agriculture, especially in the upland or poorly irrigated areas of Orissa. Poor 

quality paddy areas have been replaced with long staple cottons, as cotton is a xerophytic 

crop not clamouring for standing water unlike paddy (rice). From 5,000 hectares fifteen 

years ago, the crop year 2010 saw an acreage of 75,000 hectares under cotton. The Govt of 

Orissa expects an increase in acreage to 100,000 hectares in the 2011 planting year, under 

cotton. The districts that grow cotton mainly are Ganjam, Raigada, Bolangir, Kalahandi, and 

Koraput. The KBK districts with a high poverty Index is a major cotton growing area. 

Making the connection between managing poverty and keeping the soils healthy and 

fertile, Orissa is one of the few states in India that has been reluctant to introduce Bt 

Cotton. Earlier one heard that Orissa had banned Bt, and Bt seed companies could not set 

up shop in Orissa. During a recent visit to Orissa for the India International Organic Forum, I 

had occasion to seek clarification on this issue. According to unofficial reports one hears 

that GMO cotton has now infiltrated from nearby Andhra. I gathered that the official 

position with regard to GMO of the Orissa Government was that they would not actively 

promote GMO, but there was little they could do if farmers brought Bt seeds from across 

the state border. No Act has been passed that could penalise such farmers. However, the 

State was definitely not encouraging GMO farming in Orissa keeping in mind the socio 

economic conditions of Oriya farmers. 

Continued over page... 
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Above: Panellists, India International Organic 

Forum, Orissa. 

Above:  Prabha Nagarajan, Textile Exchange, 
India International Organic Forum, Orissa. 

 

άOrissa is now the third largest 

producer of organic cotton in 

India... Making the connection 

between managing poverty and 

keeping the soils healthy and 

fertile, Orissa is one of the few 

states in India that has been 

reluctant to introduce Bt Cotton.έ 

Prabha Nagarajan,  

Textile Exchange 

 

Feature >>> Sourcing organic from Orissa ï how 

to make a difference... 

Textile Exchangeõs Prabha Nagarajan once again brings us an enlightening 

story from her home country, India. This time Prabha explains the great 

progress organic cotton has brought to the region of Orissa. However, this 

progress is threatened by genetically modified seed. Read on about the 

challenges and opportunities faced by this special region...  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from over page...  

Orissa is now the third largest producer of organic cotton in India, after Madhya Pradesh 

and Maharashtra, with 54,814 hectares of their organic acreage under cotton out of a total 

of about 79,000 total organic hectares which is a very significant percentage. There are 

about eleven certified organic cotton producer groups working with farmers in Orissa in 

the districts of Kalahandi, Ganjam, Bolangir, Rayagada, Bhawanipatna, Golamunda , 

Katabanji, Nuwapada and Kesinga.  Stakeholders wishing to make a significant impact on 

poverty, livelihoods and environmental sustainability through organic cotton would do well 

to establish long term relationships and links with Orissa grower groups. 

 

It is important to mention that the Orissa Government is more pro active and participatory 

than many other states with reference to Agriculture. They have several acts that govern 

Agricultural produce markets and also attempt to regulate and streamline contract farming 

in the State. Though this evokes mixed reactions from stakeholders the motive of the state 

is to protect vulnerable tribal farmers from being exploited, according to the Co Operation 

Department, which looks after Co operative Societies, Audit, Marketing, Infrastructure and 

Credit and allied activities. 

 

In recognition of the growing importance of organic agriculture and its links to all around 

sustainability the Indian Chamber of Commerce with the Government of Orissa organised a 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άLƴŘƛŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ CƻǊǳƳέΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ нлмм ŀǘ 

Bhubaneshwar, the capital of Orissa. The Conference was supported by APEDA, the 

Agricultural Produce Export Development Authority of the Ministry of Commerce, New 

Delhi, who are also the Regulatory body in India governing organic agriculture. It was 

attended by key stakeholders such as Ministers of Agriculture from Orissa and 

Maharashtra, Chairman of Apeda, Mr Asit Tripathy, Dr PVSM Gouri, APEDA, Secretaries 

and officials from the department of Agriculture, senior scientists, farm groups, 

Certification groups and NGOs. Key sessions included ones on Certification, Domestic 

Markets, Global and Indian success stories, Value chain Management in Organic Farming, 

Pre and Post Harvest Technologies, Agri Inputs , Processing, Packaging and Labelling of 

Organic food, Farmer Industry Partnerships and the role of banks in supporting Organic 

Agriculture. 

 

I participated as a panellist in the Final Round table along with Dr PVSM Gouri of APEDA, Dr 

Roberto Minelli of Gaia International Italy, and Prof Ranajoy Bhattacharya of IIFT, Kolkata. 

As the discussion on Export Strategies progressed, I was able to make some strategic points 

with reference to the need for integrity in all organic production and especially cotton, 

lauded Orisssa for attempting to keep out GMOs, and also requesting for greater co 

operation between the various ministries involved in cotton such as the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Ministry of Textiles, the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Rural 

Development. While APEDA being part of the Ministry of Commerce could vouch for the 

great relevance of organic cotton constituting almost 45% ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

one of the key foreign exchange earners for the country, little attention is paid to the 

missing links such as basic requirements for non GMO quality seeds, organic inputs, self 

reliance of organic farmers, funding for R&D and last but not least Package of Practices for 

organic cotton in the different agro economic zones of India. It is a hope that Policy makers 

were listening! 

 

The Conference ended with a vibrant fashion show of organic and hand woven textiles. The 

black and white organic collection of Pratibha Syntex of Indore drew applause and was 

easily the show stopper. 
 

 

Above: scenes from the organic and hand 

woven textiles fashion show which 

followed the India International Organic 

Forum in Orissa. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional focus >>> 
             Latin America 

PARAGUAY >>> Perspectives on organic cotton 

farming by the Ycua Bolaños Ltda co-op 

One of the organic cotton production groups in Paraguay is the farming co-op Ycua 

Bolaños Ltda. The co-op has 7,500 members, 2,500 of whom primarily produce organic 

honey, also sesame seeds which are rotated with the organic cotton as a supplement 

in order to enable farmers to increase income. Luis María Caballero, a technician at the 

co-op, tells us that the current situation is very good due to the increase in production, 

which is helped by the financial support received from ICCO (the Dutch development 

agency). The situation is also positive due to the price rise for cotton, a better quality 

of fiber due to a good climate and due to the implementation of good practices for 

controlling pests and crop diseases. The members use plant-base formulas for 

controlling the pests and good practices for soil recovery using green fertilizers. 

The average yield is 1,200 kg/ha, and there are 15 affiliated producers at the co-op 

who work with organic cotton. In the last crop year, they planted 12 ha which are 

certified through Aratex. As is evident, cotton production in Paraguay was being 

affected by the low prices that were being carried over from previous years. However, 

the co-op members were able to produce 20,000 kg of cotton lintτabove the national 

average for yields - using a variety of medium-sized plants that respond well to climate 

changes. In economic terms, this would improve about threefold due to the current 

good price. 

Now, the main issue is the commitment between the co-op and Aratex, the company 

that acts as a business partner. άWe hope that Aratex will increase its presence and, if 

possible, the subsidies for organic fiber. That is important because, for example, the 

difference between conventional and organic cotton needs to be monitored up close. 

The market price for conventional cotton was higher than that of the organic cotton, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛōŜǊ όмΦр ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎκƪƎύέ explains Luis 

María Caballero.  

The commitment of the partners of the co-op towards working with organic cotton still 

depends on the price; however, all of this is beginning to change due to the climate 

changes that have been occurring.  

άI would like to thank the international organizations that often send us information 

about organic cotton farming. This information about new techniques and the news 

going on in the world enables us to be more and better informedΣέ [ǳƛǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΦ άYou 

only have to think that the production of organic cotton in Paraguay 10 years ago was 

impossible, but it is now being proven that with the strong support of national and 

international, public and private organizations, we can achieve the long-desired dream 

of sustainable organic cotton farming.έ 

 

Contact: Luis María Caballero 

Agricultural Department of the cotton farming co-op Ycua Bolaños Ltda., Caazapá 

luis.agroorg@gmail.com 

Article: Alfonso Lizárraga, Regional Director for Latin America, Textile Exchange 

 

Above: Healthy organic cotton crop, 

Ycua Bolaños co-op, Paraguay 

Above: Luis Caballero (left), at work in the 

field, Ycua Bolaños co-op, Paraguay 

Above: Organic cotton crop, Caazapá, 

Paraguay 
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COLOMBIA >>> Testing of organic cotton in Uramita 

άIt was an atypical crop year for cotton farming in 2010-2011, with intense rains which affected cotton production, especially in the 

town of Uramitaέ !ƭŦǊŜŘƻ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŎƻǘǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ 

production that takes place in this town, located about four hours from Medellin, has been greatly affected. Nevertheless, the 

representatives of the Municipality of Uramita will continue to work with cotton and experiment with organic cotton testing to find 

new natural sources of nitrogen, incorporating foliar fertilizer supplements allowed for organic farming, and changing the start date 

for planting, among other factors. 

 

 

The end of the crop year was analyzed with 

participants from CONALGODON, the Municipality 

of Uramita, COALGOCCIDENTE, SOCiLA, ICA, the 

Government of Antioquia, and Textile Exchange. 

The Municipality of Uramita will create a work 

plan for the 2011-2012 crop year, with an integral 

approach and with the active participation of the 

town and the local co-op (COALGOCCIDENTE), 

thereby taking advantage of the potential of the 

cotton gin managed by the town. 

Contact: Alfredo Torres 

Municipality of Uramita 

agroambiental@uramita-antioquia.gov.co 

Article and photo: Alfonso Lizárraga, Regional 

Director for Latin America, Textile Exchange 

Image: Cotton crop Uramita, Colombia 

Did you know? 

The first case of using Integrated Pest Management was with cotton: a part of history that must 

be remembered when technology is abused... by Alfonso Lizárraga 

The first case where Integrated Pest Management (IPM) was used took place in Peru, when cotton farming starting in 1956. 

This was due to the resistance built up as a result of the intensive use of chemical insecticides. Juan Herrera, one of the 

entomologists who participated in the implementation of this technique, describes this story in an article published in the 

Peruvian Journal of Entomology (online edition, only in Spanish). In this article, you can read about many practices that have 

currently been implemented in an effort to control pests in organic cotton: 

http://revperuentomol.com.pe/edicion_en_linea/vol46/pag1-8.html 

Also see the article (in English) by Palacios L.M., Lizárraga T.A., Velásquez O.R., Carranza H.E., Segovia I. 2003. Integrated Pest 

Management in Peru (Chapter 23). In: Integrated Pest Management in the Global Arena. Karin Maredia and David Mota-

Sánchez (Eds.), CABI Publishing, London. pg. 301-312. 

 

 

NEXT MONTH! Alfonso returns on the back page of Engage ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ΨƘƻǘ ǘƛǇǎΩ; next month with a focus 

on the pink bollworm. If you have any questions for Alfonso or the team please send them in and we will publish an answer in 

our newsletter. 

 


