- Chetna case study out now
- Interview with Atila Ertem

- India: Special feature on Indian agricultur

- Latin AmericaRegional activities

- Africa: A report on alternatives to
endosulfan

- Africa:newtechniqueintroduced to
Beninese organic cotton farmers

- Farm Insightg Pink Bollworm feature

. |
W . - Vo~ IR, -
ey W
W @ Wi SN
to our eleventh issue of
Yo ARBIQP ¢ KAwa coMigug (o

bring you news and views from arou
the world.

First, we are delighted to be launchi
our eighth case study of best practice
0KS 2NBIyAO 02002
one of our exemplary studies,
organisations must present a busine
model that is socially, environmenta
and economically successful. We hc
you enjoy discovering more abo
| KSGyl h NB | y hdting all
three!

This month | was fortunate to sha
breakfast with one of¢ dzNJ| Badify
organic experts AtilariEem. Atila has ¢
pioneering history based in the staup
days of Rupunzel organic village anc
now advising on expanding the growi
of organic cotton in the SE Anato
region, amongst other thingsYou car
hear more by listening to the podcast
the interview on the Farm Hub (we
address can be found in the article).

As always Prabha Nagarajan brings
insightful and intelligent commental
from India. This month she presents t
reality of a fading rural scene. Given 1
millions of small scale farers feeding
and clothing the world; how do we bes
support and reward an essential rul
India?

Both Silvere Tovignan and Alfor
Lizarraga bring breaking news from Be
and Latin America, respectively. Laz
Yombi continues the Benin focus with
expganation of an exciting and simp
growing  technique to  improv
production.

Enjoy!
Bestwishes, Liesl Truscott
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Canecting organic cottocommunities

Chetna Case Study released this month

This month we bring yowanother instalment in our series of case studies of
successfubrganic cotton businesses.

THE CHETNA STORY:

In this latest case study you can re
about how Chetna Organic aims
improve the livelihood options of sm:
farm holding households in rainfe
regions of India by making their farmil
systems more sustainable and mc
profitable.

You will also find out more about ho
Chetna has developed an innovati
strategy combining the strengths
collective action and creating a supj
chain owned by the farmer Find out
how Chetna has grown from 234 farme
in 2004 to a membeship base of 8,13
farmers in 2010.You can read this ar
our other case studies on:

Engage celebrates its first anniversary on
World Environment Day T June 5™

Next month we release our 4ssue of Engage;
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Environment Day. To celebrate both events Textile
Exchange is publishing a special issue of Engage.
will be highlighting some of the key indicators of
Sustainable Development and show how irtiregin
organic cotton productioms a powerful contribution

cotton around the world most of them on less than 2ha of land. Bringing

Find out about World Environment Day here
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to achieving a more sustainable world. An astounding 100 million people grgh

Wadzadl Ayl ot S OgcélevalyepeadBnRaa@ach éng everyiofle
of these farmers cares for the soil, water and biodiversity of their small acref


http://www.unep.org/wed/index.asp
http://farmhub.textileexchange.org/farm-library/case-studies

Feature >>%alking with Atila Ertem

Here Liesl Truscott catches up with Atila Ertem, organic specialist, alzh@r Sustainalle Textile Seminar, (run by
¢SEGAETS 9EOKINBE FI Ol K darke®acy, hostedbk Aéhean Clothindanufacturers' Association
(EGSD)Atila tells us about his pioneering days at the legendary organic company Rapunzel for which he was work
general manager for 20 years before he started his own consulting business@it8. To hear the full interview as a
podcastc including much more from Atila about the organic cotton industry in Turkey and the exciting sustainable
development project in South East Anatolidisten to the full interview

Liesl
Atila

Liesl
Atila

Liesl

Atila

Liesl

Atila

Liesl
Atila

Liesl
Atila

How did Rapunzel first get into organic cotton?

Actually, we did not intend to grow cotton commercially but some of our farmers introduced it as a rotation
for sesame. At firstthis was in 1989we did not know anything about growing cotton! We got support from
Rapunzel Germany and this was the start. We went from growing it to ginniagdtthen experimented with
spinning and dying yarn. Within five years we were producigguic textiles; clothes, and other products.

Does Rapunzel only produce organic products?

Yes, during my time as general manager it was only organic. We were experienced in producing organic f
when we started on cotton thiswas quiRA FFSNBy G ® LG g+l a | t2y3 22 dzNYy
same as food. With foogisuch as apricots, figs and so@once you have delivered the product to the
warehouse everything is done under one roof. With cotton, once it is harvésiedinned in one town, yarn
making is in another placeA y |- dyihglin Denizli and processing in another city agairManisa- it was the
OAT dzyly26y F2N dzadodd WiA1S GKS 20SI yH

Fascinating... so, | see, in Turkey towns or cities are sdised in different stages of the textile manufacturing
process, are they?

Yes, well they were then. This was2®years ago. Expertise was not within the same compahgt is why we
had to move from city to city. Plus, people did not know weatld with organic them i K S A NJ NB & LJ2
Aa (KA acif ae\aIngf all@wedYo use thisndthat how can we produce? And of course quantities we
AYFTESNIFYR Yrye O2YLI yASa gSNB y20G a2 ithingny Sukiha
manufactures having expertise in organic and GOTSs certification.

Speaking of different ways of workingwhat was the biggest challenge for farmers changing to organic
agriculture?

I think, it was probably learning how to ussation as a farming technique. In the beginning, their rotation we
y2i NBIdzZ I NJit aasImévenasédiatbiing teipfice of the crppo if it was selling well they would
plant it. They were not so concerned about the soil fertility oppottiesi They were using chemical fertilisers ¢
unconsciously some rotation.

How did you convince them to change their ways?

We showed them the benefits through demonstratianand did scientific testing. We did some research into
fertility in the organic village and fourgidrawing on 8 years of researethat organic matter in the organic
village started at lower than 2 percent (actually as low as 1.6) but now it is almost 4 percent, but as you gc
away from the village irops off¢ 3, 2 and eventually down to 1.5 percent.

So with increased soil fertility did farmers see an improvement in their yields?

Absolutely. Absolutely. Without good soil fertility you cannot produce anythiyigu cannot get the qualitgr

the quantity¢ the colour, the flavour... Achieving improved soil fertility and soil structure was the first majo
Continued over page



http://farmhub.textileexchange.org/

Feature >>%alking withtila Ertem (cont.)

R 3

cont. success of the organic village project. You asked about changes for farmers. The pesticides they were usin¢
unnecessary, this is not a joke they were using sometimes8different brands because they were so fed up w
the cotton ball wormg but this approach was not working. So, we trained farmers to use catch traps. Farmers
F20dzaadaAy3d 2y GKS g2Nya SFGAy3a GKS ol ffd ¢KSey RAF
thought they came from out of the ground. So, it took sotime to explain the lifecycle of the wormgsand that if
you block the butterfly there will be no eggs and then no worms. With the farmers you have to be patient anc
ways to work with them, and teach them.

Liesl  Any final advice?

Atila It takes afew years to convert to organic, to learn the skills and techniques, to get the earth responding. In a
you can change things just like thain 5 minutesg but in agriculture it takes longer. One must be very patient...
and wilingto helpeach& SNY Wt AFS A& 3I22R ¢KSyYy @&2dz aKl NBSQH

You can contact Atila Ertem to find out more about organic cotton and organic agriculture in Turkey on email
atilaertem@otsorganik.corar by phone: (+09) 532 2627 468

More about...

Rapunzek is a German company that has been working on organic projects in Turkey since 1985. Its first organic fa
project in Turkey started with a few farmers in order to produce organic dried sultanas, followed by dried figs some
later. In 1989 Rapunzel established in Izmir the first official organic agricultural office with 3 members of staff and 2
employees in the agricultural areas, dealing with project organisation, consulting, promoting the alternative agricultu
activities, hological control, and quality control affairs.

From the beginning the project has grown constantly, from a total area of 105 hectares in 1989. Today, Rapunzel Tt
got more than 500 farmers, produces more than 30 product varieties, employeadn3idistrative staffs, 4 agriculture
engineers, 3 food engineers dealing with purchasing of raw material, processing, storing and eventually selling of th
products.A distinctive element in Rapunzel experience and almost unique in the Mediterraegam is the involvement ¢
entire villages in the organic production. In these villages the constructive collaboration between Rapunzel and the ¢
farmers had the effect to transform the cultivations of the entire village from conventional to argéiney are called
organic village project and all people living in them are involved in activities in order to support, in a consciousamay,
farming.

To find out more about the Rapuriz&® & Ay G SN/ I (i A 2 y¢lifich hoyiodBr peogldNandRtheir prdjedidtEat mak
the world a better place visit.

Organic consulting Trade Services (OTB Izmir based OTS iseoof the first consulting companies which works
exclusively in the organic sector in Turkey. A team of three highly experienced senior experts offer a wide range of t
related services, such as investment and management advice, feasibility studsisamdevelopment, product sourcing
and development and all kinds of trainings and marketing suppaffile in the past organic agriculture was mainly initia
by export or foreign companies, organiclinrkeyhasmeanwhile become mainstream and many siaald medium
enterprises are setting up own businesses. OTS is supporting this bofi@pproach with specific services individually
tailored for farmer cooperatives, processing and trade companies as well as potential investors.

"Life is good when wghare' is Atila Ertem's motto, who served as a founding share holder and general manager of R
hNEIF yA{1 ¢ NRepiofeériRgeampanigsSor @danic food in Turkey more than 20 years. "Success comes
with professionalism and this is whgoung initiatives are often lacking. There are good ideas but no strategy to impler
them in the right way. The OTS team is ready to share its knowhow where it is nezded.t
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mailto:atilaertem@otsorganik.com
http://www.rapunzel.com.tr/
http://www.one-world-award.com/
http://www.otsorganik.com/

Special feature from Indree>

Thefadingomance dhdiaragricultul

When reading the history of India, one would inevitably encounter the long standing and strong differences be
Mahatma Gandhi, popularly known as the Father of the Nation and Dr B.R. Ambedkar, the leader of tesexp)
castes, mostly remembered for being the architect of the Constitution of India. One of the strongest poil
O2yGSYylGA2yE K28SOSNE 61 & UGKSANI RAFTFSNBYU OASGLIRAY
AT £ IS A ¢ tinted/rBmaitidisid phiagabof rural India irked Dr Ambedkar, who was alive to the grim rea
of life in the Indian village, especially the caste divide and the grinding poverty that was hard to break. This \
scenario about 70 years ago.

Cuttol KS LINBaSyid GAYSAa 6KSy 6S KSIN GKFd LYRAIF KIF& R
harsh reality is that this development has not really included rural India and its inhabitants. The other, is that the
village is dar cry from what it used to beand even farther from what a rom#o mind would imagine it to hethe
custodian of a beautiful rural ethos and where people led calnmpiidives in serene surroundingBroof of this is the
growing rural urban migration, andshift from agriculture, the traditional mainstay, to non farm employment, the lat
at almost 28% of the rural population.

Statistics aside, any frequent visitor to farming villages in India will not fail to miss the slow but steady erosion
faith in farming as a vocation. Even middle level farmers have urban, non faraspgations for their childrenand
some cotton farmers in Maharshtra who | met sadly say that they despatch their sons to the chaos of Mumba
soulless clericaljobinakhsy A FAOF yiG &/ 2YLI yeé G €SFald dzydAaf GKE
do not want their daughters marrying into farming families, and the brides themselves would rather live in citie
nuclear families, gadgets and away from thendriof a rural home. It is a sad fact that the pride in farming |
plummeted to a great depth. Though one can attribute many reasons for this transition, it is undeniable that this t
a link with agriculture being more challenging and less attrattiae ever.

What would qualify as being key challenges? With about 68 to 70 % of Indian agriculture being rainfed &
dependency on the monsoons for rain, vagaries in timing and amount of rain could result in a drought or floo
wash away preciouglanted seed in any given year. Even for those who are lucky enough to be able to irrigate, ¢
supply is erratic and untimely. Most farms in rural India are marginal in nature, (typically up to 1.25 acres of irrig
2.5 acres of rainfed).

Andtherefore, a complete dependency on farm income is extremely difficult. The Agriculture departments are the
LINAYFNE d3dzNHza & FyR GKSANI NRBES Ay LINRY2GAYy3 dzyadza
farming zones now transfming to a mere shadow of their former avatars or persona, with depleted , tired soils

struggling to cope with the demands made on them from successive years of flogging/ 2 Y 1 A y dzZSR 2 @ ¢

b (2 ;

Above and Right: Cotton plays a big role in rural India, Photos courtesy of BioRe, November 2010
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Special feature from Indiee>Continued

When the crops are harvested after months of struggle, marketing remains a huge challenge with reference pricing, exg
YARRE SYSY IyR (KS O2fttSOUGADBS AyloAftAGe G2 LINRPRdAzOS (K¢
eroded with farmers losing their seed sovereignty slowlyt surely, with the calls of commerce and advent of new
technologies, such as Bt seeds.

Add to the above the other general problems of rural and tribal India. Poor roads and transpeoginal medical access, bad
run schools with minimal staff, and lack of an economic framework to work their collective way up the value chain. |
easily feasible for a producer of sugarcane to produce sugar, nor a producer of cotton to progacaent, let alone gin the
cotton he produces. Heavy investments and lack of infrastructure make this well near impossible.

It is in such a scenario that Organic farming assumes great importance, for the simple reason that when introduce
communityfor the right reasons and with a sound approach, some of the critical problems plaguing agriculture and farm
be addressed, if not in the short term, at least in a reasonable period of time. Even die hard critics would reluctaattiiatg
theop@ NIidzy AGASE F2NJ 26yAy3 2ySQa &aSSRXY dzaAAy3 fSaasSNI ¢l i
in organic farming when compared to conventional, chemical intensive farming.

LT 2yS 6SNB G2 O2y7TAYyS toefgfibimyAit islpdsE e YoSaddiieds a ivitole atheBrangeioOissi@e {
in the currently predominant contract farming business model it is pasdibl encourage seed sovereigntgreserve bio
diversity , foster community spirit and healthy competitidouild leadership, and invoke the spirit of the larger good which
imbue farmers with a sense of purpose and stoke their sense of self worth. Added efforts such as those takenduckams:
Chetna, Pratibha, BioRArvind Mills, Mahima with the supprt of C&A to invest in the local communities through engagi
with and improving schooling, medical care and infrastructure are the need of the day both from a sustainability asw
humanitarian point of viewThese efforts need to be acknowledgaad applauded.

Apart from this the market mechanisms of an appropriate price and honouring of contracts whether oral or writter
reference to volumes and timing of uplifting the cotton remain vital to the industry. With a maturing of the industry
committed, long term partnerships that are mutually trustful it is possible to work towards this goal. Contractual obsig
need to be respected bgoth parties, the contractor and the farmer. With the current high prices of cotton, problems er
from both sides: delays in picking up material by the contractor and an urgency to sell by the farmers, who wish to capit
the months of intense labour. Resultantly, organic production faces a big blow with a dilution and nullification of lons
efforts to make organic production viable.

Whatever the nature of the problems, every user of cotton, whether conventional or organic, needs to pause and think
the future of this valuable fibre. Despite emerging fibres, other natural fibres and syntfiet&s, cotton occupies ar
unassailable position in application and in collective memory. Within this framework, Organic cotton is unique for tl@ fio
holds and its promise of a better world for the farmer. We stand at a critical juncture whergseffom various stakeholder:
YySSR (2 06S aLy {eyoO¢ a2 (2 aLISF{® DNRgSNAZ CI N¥SNE HheN
Institutions, Mills, Gins, Brands and Policy makers at State, National and Internationatkwtl share concerns, build trust
and strengthen each others work. The need of the hour is transparency, synergy and a willingness to share knowledge,
and problems beyond boardrooms and Conference Halls.

Above and Right: Sustainable agriculture starts with maintaining the fertility of the soil (SKS Farm visit, Mysore, Feb 2011)



